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From Bombs to 
Prairie Flowers 
Closing the Savanna Depot 
By Reggie McLeod 
The two men point and gesture at a three-dimensional model 
of 13 miles of riverfront, like a 
couple of giants sizing up their 
domain. The model is busy with tiny 
roads and buildings. Each of 437 
thumb-sized bumps represents an 
"igloo" - an earth-covered magazine 
packed with 
and future of the depot carry them 
from one end of the base to the other. 
Outside, the depot hums with the 
daily routine, but in a few years the 
high, barbed wire-topped fences that 
surrouqd the igloos will be gone. The 
bombs will be gone. The warning 
signs forbidding boaters from the 
maze of backwa-
bombs and other 
explosive muni-
tions. 
The model of 
the Savanna Army 
Depot Activity 
sprawls on a large 
table in one comer 
of a meeting room 
in a building that 
used to serve as a 
When the depot closes, 
by the year 2001, most of 
its 13,000 acres of prairie, 
forest and backwater will 
ters below Lock 
and Dam 13 will 
be gone, too. Kids, 
bike riders, bird 
watchers and 
young couples will 
wander among the 
empty igloos, en-
joying 3,700 acres 
of restored prairie. 
be transformed from 
military activities to 
outdoor recreation. 
chapel. Stained glass windows and air 
conditioning take the heat out of the 
sunlight filtering into the comer 
where Arlie Dahlman, base transition 
coordinator, and Steven M. Haring, 
executive director of the Local Rede-
velopment Authority, cover miles in a 
stride. Their explanations of the past 
When the depot 
closes, by the year 2001, most of its 
13,000 acres of prairie, forest and 
backwater will be transformed from 
military activities to outdoor recre-
ation. 
The depot begins on the Illinois 
side of the Mississippi just upriver 
(Savanna continued on page 2) 
Steamboat 
Inn 
A Convergence of 
Two Rivers, Good 
Food and a View 
· By David Syring 
For my three-year old daughter, the best thing about eating at the 
Steamboat Inn in Prescott, Wis-
consin, was watching walleyes leap 
for early-evening insects just below 
the dining deck. I'd have to agree that 
the glow of the sunset, the herons 
winging south, the tree-lined opposite 
bank and the rest of the St. Croix 
River environment give the food a 
(Steamboat Inn continued on page 4) 
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(Sananna continued from page 1) 
from Lock and Dam 13, and extends 
downstream for 13 miles along the 
east edge of the Main Channel. At the 
thickest point it is about four miles 
wide, tapering to about a mile wide at 
the southern end, where the Apple 
River joins the Mississippi. The depot 
entrance, at the south end, is a 10-mile 
drive from Savanna, Illinois. 
With a single, broad gesture over 
the model, Dahlman takes in about 
140 miles of roads, 68 miles of rail-
road tracks, offices, classrooms, bar-
racks, machine shops, 156 huge tile-
brick ammunition magazines and 
three ammunition factories. He 
knows the numbers, the potential and 
the history. Dahlman had worked 28 
years at the depot when Congress 
voted in 1995 to shut it-down. For the 
next few years his job will be to close 
it down. 
When Haring looks at the model 
he sees future possibilities: perhaps a 
state prison over there, on the east 
side of the depot; perhaps a privately 
run academy for adjudicated youth 
(like a boot camp) over here, near the 
gate. The 3,200 acres or so earmarked 
for development is already equipped 
with roads, railroad tracks, solid 
buildings, water and other utilities in 
place. 
· About 3.5 miles of the 13 miles of 
riverfront land could be developed. 
Perhaps a marina and a resort will 
soon sit on the river below the class-
rooms where students now learn how 
to inspect and maintain bombs, land 
mines and large gun rounds. 
Back to Nature 
Government agencies got 
first crack at the land. The 
Army Corps of Engineers 
has dibs on 285 acres at the 
north end of the depot to 
add to the Blanding Landing 
Recreational Area, which it 
operates. 
lands, including most of the igloos, 
which will be managed by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources, ac-
cording to Ed Britton, manager of the 
Savanna District of the refuge. 
The land includes a natural dune 
system along the river. Bald eagles 
nest in the forest, endangered Higgins 
eye mussels live in the backwaters. 
Some plant communities here are 
found nowhere else in the state. All 
together, 28 species on Illinois' threat-
ened and endangered lists have 
thrived here under military protec-
tion. 
Much of the habitat is almost like it 
was back in 1917, according to Brit-
ton. About 1,000 head of cattle graze 
the grasslands among the igloos to re-
duce the likelihood of a fire. Once the 
munitions and cows are gone, fire 
will be used to restore the prairie. 
Military Activity 
The depot came into being when 
the Department of War bought a 
bunch of this sandy farmland in 1917 
to test howitzers assembled at the 
Rock Island Arsenal and on their way 
to Europe. The big guns were set up 
at the southern end of the base, near 
the entrance, and fired north, explains 
Dahlman. 
After World War I, the army built 
the igloos and 156 magazines. The 
igloo floors measure 60 by 30 feet. 
They all face south in neat, staggered 
rows, so that if an explosion blows 
the sliding doors off an igloo, the 
blast will pass between the two igloos 
in the next row. 
In 1948 an igloo packed with land 
mines left over from World War Il 
blew up. Nobody was killed, but the 
explosion broke windows across the 
river in Bellevue, Iowa, and up to 30 
miles away. The explosion left a 30-
foot-deep crater in the ground, like an 
inverse igloo. No igloos have blown 
up since then. 
Most of the 11,000-square-foot 
magazines feature loading docks and 
rail access. Three plants were built for 
loading and-packing bombs. Bar-
racks, administration offices, machine 
Nobody was killed, but 
the explosion broke 
windows across the river 
in Bellevue, Iowa, and up 
to 30 miles away. 
shops, classrooms and railroad facili-
ties were added. 
Now the depot stores less than half 
of its capacity. The Defense Ammuni-
tion Center trains people to inspect, 
handle and repair munitions. They 
use x-ray equipment and a few of the 
other facilities of the otherwise idle 
plants. The Army Reserve and the 
National Guard are helping ship the 
depot's munitions by rail to a base in 
McAlester, Oklahoma. Civilians have 
always made up the majority of de-
pot employees. Currently the com-
mander is the only military employee. 
The rest of about 370 employees at 
The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will add 
5,400 acres of bottornland to 
the Upper Mississippi 
Wildlife and Fish Refuge. It 
also gets 3,700 acres of grass- Most of these "igloos" will be on a restored prairie in a few years. 
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, 
Arlie Dahlman and Steven M. Haring visit a slough in the Savanna Army Depot Activity. 
the depot are civilians from the area. 
Meanwhile, there's other work 
that will continue for some time. 
Dahhnan points out clusters of little 
red tents on the model. Each of these 
represents a cleanup site. 
Explosives, mustard gas, TNT, 
grenades, lead and petroleum prod-
ucts have been burned, buried, blown 
up or shot on the depot for decades. 
The cleanup is well underway and 
most of the worst sites are done. 
However, with about 40 acres to 
clean up and about 100 more sites to 
investigate, the cleanup will continue 
for years. 
A New Community 
Hopefully, new development on 
the depot will add more jobs than the 
shutdown will eliminate. The conver-
gence of roads, tracks, riverfront and 
1.5 million square feet of warehous-
ing space provide the ingredients for 
a busy intermodel transportation cen-
ter, Haring points out. 
The Savanna school district and 
Highland Community College may 
acquire buildings for classrooms. 
The school for adjudicated youths 
being proposed by Youth Services In-
ternational may be open by next 
spring. 
Haring points to a couple of tracts 
of land that could be used for small 
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housing developments. 
"Twenty or 30 years from now, 
when this place becomes a little com-
munity, there may even be some re-
tail space." 
Much of a bike trail that will link 
Savanna with Rock Island is open or 
under construction. It will likely be 
extended from Savanna north 
through the depot. 
A Tour 
When I'm familiar with the bird's-
eye view of the scale model, I climb 
into a van with Dahhnan and Haring 
to tour the real depot. The buildings 
are a mixture of distinguished-look-
ing brick office and classroom build-
ings; plain, cookie-cutter barracks; 
and utilitarian shops and sheds. 
Along much of a road that runs the 
length of the depot, trees and prairie 
plants cover the dunes on our left. 
The river and backwaters begin on 
the other side of the dunes. On our 
right, a barbed wire-topped cyclone 
fence contains the cows and igloos. 
Clumps of trees grow on some igloos. 
The land is pastured just heavily 
enough to reduce the threat of fires, 
which probably pleases the cows, 
who have plenty to eat. Biologists are 
also pleased, because the absence of 
plowing and over-grazing has pre-
served a wealth of prairie plants. 
Big River 
When they fenced the cows out of 
test plots, an impressive array of 
prairie plants sprang up. 
The north end of the depot is 
heavily wooded. The road intersects 
with a road across the dike to the lock 
and dam. Depot workers from across 
the river in Bellevue are allowed to 
walk across the dam to their cars, 
which they keep on the Illinois side 
to cut their commute time. 
We return to the depot entrance 
along the east side of the depot, 
where we pass magazines and re-
servists on maneuvers. Com is grow-
ing in fields just beyond the base. In 
the distance, a small wooded bluff 
rises above the fields. A state prison 
and housing projects may someday 
sprout along this road. 
At the end of the tour, Haring 
hopes aloud that someone may read 
this story and decide to build some-
thing here. But to myself I'm making 
plans to return in a couple of years 
with my bike and my fishing gear. 
I'm also wondering what it's going to 
be like in an empty igloo on a hot 
August afternoon. ~ 
Reggie McLeod is editor of Big River. 
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(Steamboat Inn continued from page 1) 
tough act to follow. 
The restaurant works at it, though, 
with a geographical menu that entic-
ingly maps the Mississippi from its 
headwaters to its mouth with special-
ties, such as: North Woods Walleye 
Pike panfried with sun-dried tomato 
relish on wild rice; Roast Wisconsin 
Duckling, one-half duckling with 
sweet and sour cranberry sauce on 
wild rice; Iowa Pork Chops; St. Louis 
Barbecue Ribs; Cajun Chicken Breast; 
and Blackened Red Snapper. The 
house specialties range in price from 
about $10 to $18, with large salads a 
little less and the top-priced item, 
I'd have to agree that the 
glow of the sunset, the 
herons winging south, the 
tree-lined opposite bank and 
the rest of the St. Croix River 
environment give the food a 
tough act to follow. 
steak and lobster, coming in around 
$32. Most meals include home-made 
bread and soup or salad as well as a 
potato and vegetable of the day. 
According to owner, Bruce Swan-
son, who took the helm after his father 
died last year, the current menu is a 
trimmed down version of the menu 
that has evolved since the Steamboat 
Inn opened, in 1962. 
"We kept adding items, and the 
menu just got bigger and bigger," 
Swanson says. "It was getting too 
hard for us, too hard for our cooks to 
prepare three kinds of lobster, five 
kinds of shrimp, two filet rnignons, 
and so on. We decided last winter to 
do fewer things, but do them better." 
We started our evening with a wait 
in the lounge, a necessary step for 
anyone without reservations at this 
popular establishment less than 45 
minutes from St. Paul. According to 
Swanson, the majority of summer cus-
tomers come from the Twin Cities, 
though the percentage of locals in-
creases during the winter months. At 
peak capacity, you'll join 449 other 
4 
diners in this multi-roomed restau-
rant. 
The lounge sets a nostalgic stage 
with pictures of fur trader, interpreter 
and city founder, Philander Prescott 
(1801-1862); the riverboat Ralph J. 
Mather; "Coal and Woodyard #2" 
with 5,000 stacked cords of wood; and 
antique tools including 35 old wood 
planes. 
The reality on the deck contrasts 
sharply. 
While the river offers a chance to 
indulge slow-moving meditations, 
you also see three manifestations of 
the American love of motion - cars, 
boats and trains. The busy Highway 
10 bridge thrums with weekend traf-
fic, as does a railroad bridge, downriv-
er just before the St. Croix flows into 
the Mississippi. On the highway 
bridge piling, a prominent sign re-
minds boaters and diners that the 
Mississippi River is infested with ze-
bra mussels, and that crossing into the 
St. Croix with attached zebras violates 
Minnesota and Wisconsin laws. 
The restaurant has a private dock 
where river cruisers can moor while 
the crew stops to eat. At the dock you 
might see the restaurant's own 51-foot 
boat, which offers cruises on Friday 
evenings and Sundays at noon. The 
boat is available for charter trips with 
a crew of ~ee: a captain; a bartender; 
and a server. 
My longing for a taste of the South, 
where I used to live, led me to order 
the Shrimp Creole on a bed of "dirty 
rice" mixed with black beans, lentils 
and spices. While the Creole was tasty, 
my southern nostalgia did me a dis-
service. I'd suggest trying cuisine 
more native to the place - both the 
pike and the duck looked and smelled 
delicious. My partner had a passable 
caesar salad with popcorn shrimp, but 
we both agreed the sirloin steak the 
cooks prepared for our daughter was 
excellent. The children's menu ranges 
from com dogs and hamburgers to 
sirloin. 
The cooks for the Steamboat do 
double duty on Saturdays. In the 
morning they take turns hosting a 
chef's talk show from 10:30 to 11 a.m. 
Big River 
on KDWA (1460AM) out of Hastings, 
Minnesota. 
After eating at the restaurant, my 
daughter and I walked across the J 
bridge to the park on the causeway 
connecting Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
While our experience at the Steamboat 
Inn was fun, it seemed strange to be 
on the other bank with dozens of 
Hmong families fishing for their din-
ner while affluent patrons ate at the 
Inn - a reminder that the river serves 
different roles for different people. ~ 
David Syring is associate editor of Big River. 
Leaf Power 
Athens, Ga. - The leaves of 
trees and shrubs are an impor-
tant source of food and cover 
for critters that live in streams, 
according to a new study. 
For three years researchers 
kept all the leaves out of 585 
feet of a stream at the Coweeta 
Hydrologic Laboratory, near Ot-
to, North Carolina. To do this 
they maintained a framework 
covered with gill nets beginning 
at the spring where the stream 
originates, according to the En-
vironment News Service (7-7-
97). 
"During the history of this 
country, we have destroyed 
many miles of the riparian zone 
and have decoupled the streams 
from the landscape," said Bruce 
Wallace, an entomologist and 
ecologist at the University of 
Georgia at Athens, who worked 
on the study. 
"What we show is that leaf 
litter, among other things, is fuel 
for these streams." 
During the study, the popu-
lation and/ or biomass of 17 out 
of 29 major categories of animal 
life declined. 
The study was published in 
the July 3 issue of Science. ~ 
August 1997 
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~Aw- Current Ev~ 1111 
By Molly McGuire, Reggie McLeod and 
David Syring 
Zebras Invade St. Croix 
Taylors Falls, Minn. - Tough efforts 
to keep zebra mussels out of the Up-
per St. Croix River have failed. Na-
tional Park Service employees found 
40 to 50 adult zebra mussels in a 
monitoring trap two miles above the 
dam that marks the border between 
the lower and upper portions of the 
river, according to the Winona Daily 
News (7-23-97). 
A variety of state and federal laws 
attempt to prevent or delay the 
spread of the destructive mussel into 
new waters. However, in its larval 
stage the mussel is microscopic and 
can survive many days out of water, 
which makes it difficult to detect on a 
boat hull, inside an engine or on a ca-
noe paddle. 
Falcons Return 
Alma, Wis. -It's not exactly back to 
the wild, but a breeding pair of pere-
grine falcons has moved the species 
one step closer to returning to its his-
toric range. The pair successfully 
hatched fledglings at the Dairyland 
power plant in Alma this year. 
Raptor Resource Project director 
Bob Anderson says this is the first 
pair to successfully fledge chicks in 
western Wisconsin. The project has 
established falcons in many urban ar-
eas, including in Minnesota (see Big 
River, August 1994). The Project hopes 
to re-establish peregrines on the rocky 
cliffs of the Upper Mississippi and its 
tributaries. 
Nominate a River 
Washington, D.C. - The public com-
ment period on the American Her-
itage Rivers Initiative, announced by 
President Clinton during his State of 
August 1997 
the Union Address, will close on Au-
gust 20. The initiative will make re-
sources of the federal government 
available to river communities. 
After the comment period ends 
this month, local communities will be 
able to offer their river or stretch of 
river for nomination as an American 
Heritage River. President Clinton will 
designate ten rivers or river segments 
by the end of this year. 
The initiative creates no new regu-
lations for citizens, local or state gov-
ernments, but will assist communities 
by making existing programs more 
responsive to local governments and 
organizations. 
For more information, including a 
full description of the project's goals 
and methods, visit our website 
www.big-river.com, and we'll link 
you to the initiative's home page, or 
call (202) 395-7417. 
Comments should be addressed fo: 
Executive Office of the President, 
Council on Environmental Quality, 
Old Executive Building, Room 360, 
Washington, DC 20501; Fax: 202-456-
6546; email: AHRivers @epamail.epa 
.gov. 
What's Biting? 
Vernon County, Wis. - The piece of 
human skull a La Crosse angler 
reeled in on May 31, 1997, while fish-
ing the Mississippi near Genoa, turns 
out to be the remains of a prehistoric 
Native American man. A Madison 
forensic anthropologist confirmed the 
skull's prehistoric origin, and closed 
the sheriff's investigation into possi-
ble foul play, according to the Boscobel 
Dial (6-19-97). 
Eagle Rescue 
Fountain City, Wis. - A juvenile ea-
gle's premature attempt to fly ended 
on the railroad tracks south of Foun-
Big River 
tain City. A Burlington Northern crew 
found the eagle, whose wings were 
not yet strong enough for flight, and 
called the Buffalo County Sheriff. The 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service sent bi-
ological technician Brian Pember to 
pick up the bird. 
"If it had been someplace safe, I 
would have left it alone," Pember 
said, adding that young eagles some-
times end up on the ground after 
fledging but are still fed and cared for 
by adults until ready to fly. 
After a checkup and a meal of 
fresh carp, the eagle was returned to 
the nest site on an island in the Mis-
sissippi. The adults were seen soon 
after their fledgling was returned, ac-
cording to the Winona Daily News (7-
17-97). 
Salamander Crossing 
Middleton, Wis. - A University of 
Wisconsin graduate student is mobi-
lizing Middleton area Boy Scouts to 
protect migrating salamanders. Marta 
Anderson's Cherrywood Community 
Conservation Project uses informa-
tional brochures, maps of salamander 
migratory routes and anti-squish but-
tons for publicity. According to the 
newsletter of Community Conserva-
tion Consultants (Spring/Summer 
1997), the project raises public aware-
ness about salamanders as they travel 
across roads in late March/ early 
April, and again in late August to 
mid-September. 
MR FISH Saves Snags 
Iowa - Fish don't grow on trees, but 
when a tree falls into a stream, they 
move right in. With that in mind, a 
project to secure snags in the Iowa 
stretch of the Upper Mississippi re-
ceived $10,000 in grants this summer. 
Mississippi River Fishers Involved 
in Saving Habitat (MRFISH) will use 
5 
volunteer labor coordinated by the 
Iowa Deparbnent of Natural re-
sources to anchor 275 snags. John Pit-
lo, research biologist at Iowa's Belle-
vue Fisheries Research Station, says 
anchoring snags will provide valu-
able habitat for river fish and keep 
trees from washing downstream into 
locks and dams, boat docks or navi-
gation channels. 
The grant, funded by the National 
Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the 
Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Re-
source Association, was modeled af-
ter similar projects in the Pacific 
Northwest. 
Festival Fatalities and 
Frustrations 
Road work, wild weather and fire-
works accidents marred this year's 
summer festival season on the river: 
• Alton, Illinois - A fireworks display 
in this community upriver from St. 
Louis, Missouri, ended in a deadly 
explosion. An eight-inch shell fired 
from a barge exploded a few feet in 
the air, igniting the other explosives 
on board. One technician from Mad 
Bomber Fireworks Productions was 
killed in the blast, and two others 
drowned after being thrown into the 
river, according to an Associated 
Press story (7-6-97). 
The drowned men were not wear-
ing life jackets. 
Two other people died when the 
pontoon boat they were aboard after 
watching the St. Louis fireworks dis-
play hit a line of barges moored south 
of St. Louis, according to The Water-
ways Journal (7-14-97). 
• Dubuque, Iowa - Fierce winds and 
thunderstorms prompted Dubuque 
Catfish Festival organizers to evacu-
ate 1,000 spectators from an afternoon 
circus performance on June 29. The 
festival closed early, with 14-15 tents 
destroyed. 
"A couple are in the river," said or-
ganizer Donna Ginter. "Although we 
dragged one out, and we can't find a 
couple others." 
The storm dropped two to three 
inches of rain and sent Cascade, Iowa, 
6 
residents scrambling for sandbags as 
the Little Maquoketa River flooded. 
Wind picked up and twisted a dock 
at the Dubuque Marina, crashing sev-
eral metal covers onto moored boats, 
according to the Dubuque Telegraph 
Herald (6-30-97). 
• Potosi, Wisconsin -Attendees of 
the Potosi Catfish Festival on August 
9-10 will contend with road work that 
has closed much of what is touted as 
the "longest Main Street in the 
world." 
The annual Catfish Festival parade 
was canceled for lack of a thorough-
fare, but the fireman's catfish fry will 
be held at St. Andrew-Thomas School 
on U.S. 61 instead of downtown, ac-
cording to the Dubuque Telegraph Her-
ald (6-16-97) 
Boating Dangers 
The personal watercraft, or jet ski, is 
the most dangerous craft on Minneso-
ta waters. Jet skis account for only 
three percent of boat registrations, but 
30 percent of the state's boating acci-
dents involved the craft last year . 
Boat safety specialist Tun Smalley, 
of the Minnesota Deparbnent of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR), says people 
treat jet skis more like toys than boats. 
Smalley says most accidents involve 
people with less than 20 hours of ex-
perience handling the craft. 
Smalley observes that inexperi-
enced users instinctively ease off the 
throttle when approaching an obsta-
cle. While such tactics work when 
driving a car, slowing down reduces 
the jet of water, which provides steer-
ing as well as forward motion. 
Unlike other kinds of boating acci-
dents, alcohol does not play a role in 
most jet ski accidents according to the 
Winona Daily News (7-6-97). 
Alcohol did contribute to a boating 
accident that killed a woman last 
year. A judge gave William Peterson 
of La Crosse, Wisconsin, six years in 
prison for homicide by intoxicated 
use of a vehicle and for not rendering 
aid after a fatal accident, according to 
the I.a Crosse Tribune (6-22-97). 
Peterson was legally drunk when a 
Big River 
boat he was driving crashed into a 24-
foot cabin cruiser on the Black River 
on August 16, 1996. 
Peterson was charged in 1990 for 
intoxicated boating, and convicted in 
1995 for driving a car while drunk. 
Blue-green Danube 
Imbalances caused by the Iron Gates 
Dam on the Danube River may be 
causing algal b.looms and fish kills 
that are devastating the Black Sea, 620 
miles downstream. Since construction 
in 1972, researchers have monitored 
the ecological impact of the dam, 
which lies on the border of Romania 
and Yugoslavia. 
Most recently, biogeochemist 
Venugopalan Ittekkot of the Universi-
ty of Hamburg (Germany) says the 
dam interrupts the flow of silicates -
natural bits of sand that wash into the 
stream. Sediments get trapped behind 
the dam, while water-soluble pollu-
tants, such as nitrates from fertilizers 
and sewage, continue downstream. lt-
tekkot found that nitrate levels in the 
Black Sea have increased to 600 times 
their 1969 levels, while silicate levels 
dropped to one-sixtieth of pre-dam 
concentrations. 
The changes mean that diatoms, 
single-celled plankton that are key in-
dicators of a river or sea's health, do 
not get enough silicates to grow prop-
erly. Toxic algae thrive in nitrate-pol-
luted water causing fish kills. The mi-
croscopic creatures that break the al-
gae down cause still more problems 
by sucking oxygen from the water, 
killing more fish. 
Ittekkot says a similar blockage of 
silicate flow after the building of the 
Aswan High Dam in Egypt probably 
caused huge declines in fish catches 
in the eastern Mediterranean. He con-
cludes that such problems can be ex-
pected on other dammed rivers, and 
may disrupt the overall ecosystems of 
the world's oceans, according to Dis-
cover magazine (August 1997). 
Poison Ponchartrain 
New Orleans, La. - Blooi;ns of toxic 
algae killed fish and threatened hu-
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man health in Lake Ponchartrain this 
spring. 
Fed by three trillion gallons of pol-
luted Mississippi River water divert-
ed through the lake to ease pressure 
on New Orleans' levees, the blooms 
of Anabena and Microcyctis affected 
as much as two-thirds of the lake. The 
two algae species produce toxins that 
cause illness, liver damage and possi-
bly death in humans, according to a 
Reuter story (6-25-97). 
Mall Trip Kills Bass 
Lake Minnetonka, Minn. - A trip to 
the mall was too much for about 25 
bass caught in a tournament over the 
June 25-28 weekend. 
Operation Bass, based in 
Gilbertsville, Kentucky, which orga-
nized the Forrest Woods Open, con-
vinced the Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) to allow 99 bass 
caught during the championship 
round to be shipped to the Mall of 
America to be weighed, then shipped 
back for release. Seven percent of the 
fish were dead by the time they 
reached the Mall, and another 18 per-
cent died after being released. 
While the number of fish killed by 
the off-site publicity stunt was small, 
DNR Fisheries Chief Jack Skrypek 
said he was concerned about the high 
percentage of bass that died. Of the 
nearly 2,000 fish caught and weighed 
in earlier rounds, less than one per-
cent died as compared to 25 percent 
killed by off-site weigh-ins. Skrypek 
says the DNR may prohibit off-site 
weigh-ins at future events. 
Radioactive Fertilizer 
Quincy, Wash. - When Mayor Patty 
Martin overheard farmers complain-
ing of lousy wheat yields, thin com 
crops and sickly cows, she decided to 
look for causes. She and a dozen 
farmers discovered a loophole in gov-
ernment regulations that may be al-
lowing toxic heavy metals to be 
sprayed as fertilizer on thousands of 
acres in the United States. 
According to the Seattle Times (7-3-
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97), manufacturing industries can 
legally dispose of hazardous wastes 
by labeling them as fertilizer. 
No national regulation of fertilizers 
exists in the U.S., unlike many other 
industrialized nations. Anything con-
taining elements plants need for 
growth, such as nitrogen and magne-
sium, can be labeled as fertilizer. The 
problem is that many industrial 
wastes also include heavy metals 
such as lead, cadmium and arsenic. 
If a company labels its waste as 
fertilizer, it is freed from government 
regulation. Companies are not re-
quired to label whether the fertilizer 
contains recycled waste. 
"When it goes into our silo, it's 
hazardous waste," said Bay Zinc Co. 
president, Dick Camp. The company 
relabels Oregon steel mill waste as 
fertilizer. "When it comes out of the 
silo, it's no longer regulated. The ex-
act same material. Don't ask me why. 
That's the wisdom of the EPA." 
Companies in Nebraska, Georgia, 
South Dakota and other states tum 
waste into fertilizer. An Oklahoma 
company labels low-level radioactive 
waste as fertilizer and sprays 9,000 
acres of grazing land with it. 
A 1995 Geological Survey report 
identifies fertilizers as one of the pri-
mary sources of heavy metal pollu-
tion in the Mississippi. For example, 
one study shows uranium concentra-
tion in the Mississippi at 20 times the 
level found in the Amazon River, a re-
sult linked to the use of phosphate 
fertilizers in the Midwest. 
Visit our website at www.big-riv-
er.com for a link to the "Heavy Met-
als in the Mississippi River" report. 
Development Pains 
St. Paul, Minn. - Developing St. 
Paul's long-neglected riverfront is a 
mixed blessing for the river and 
neighborhoods, according to stories 
in The Riveroiew Times (7-11-97). 
Discussions about development on 
Harriet Island, across the river from 
downtown St. Paul, include possibly 
forcing the sale of land occupied by 
three small businesses near the St. 
Big River 
Paul Yacht Club. 
All three - a siding business, a 
refuse and recycling business and a 
bait shop - are on Water St. at the 
foot of Harriet Island's bluffs. 
Meanwhile, on the other side of 
the river, St. Paul officials have racked 
up their third violation of the federal 
Clean Water Act in less than a year. 
The most recent violation was for not 
building a required settling basin to 
prevent soil from a parking lot con-
struction site from being washed by 
stormwater into the river. 
Due to the repeated violations, the 
city will probably be held strictly ac-
countable for this and future projects, 
says Keith Cherryhomes, of the Min-
nesota Pollution Control Agency. 
Farther downriver, the Metal 
Shredder Study Committee rejected a 
proposal by Alter Trading Company 
to build a large metal shredder on the 
river on St. Paul's West Side or at Red 
Rock, on the east side of the river. 
The shredder would shred auto-
mobiles for recycling. Existing shred-
ders have provoked complaints of 
noise and pollution. 
Resources 
• A free guide to the 72-mile Missis-
sippi River corridor through the Min-
neapolis /St. Paul area is available 
from the Mississippi National River 
and Recreation Area. Call Mary 
Maule at (612) 290-4160, ext. 231. 
• For a DNR report on the status of 
groundwater in Wisconsin, call Sen. 
Brian Rude at 1-800-362-9472 or email 
him at Sen.Rude@ligis.state.wi.us. 
• You can order a free Wisconsin state 
parks visitors guide by calling 1-800-
978-8008 or writing Sen. Dale Schultz, 
PO Box 7882, Madison, Wis., 53707-
7882. 
• Order the free Illinois State Parks 
Magazine by calling the DNR at (217) 
782-7454, or write the DNR, Clearing-
house, Room 500, 524 S. Second St., 
Springfield, IL 62701-1787. 
• Renew America, a Washington-
based non-profit group, wants to give 
awards for innovative solutions to en-
(Resources continued on page 8) 
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Special Events & Festivals 
August 
1-2 The Tug across the Mississippi, Port 
Byron, ill. and Le Claire, Iowa, 
(309) 523-3312. 
1-3 Log Boom, La Crosse, Wis., 
(608) 791-1177. 
2 River Rendezvous, Harriet Island, 
St. Paul, Minn. 
8-10 Good Old Nelson (Wis.) Days. 
8-10 Lansing (Iowa) Fish Days. 
9 Field day, native flowering plants, Prairie 
Moon Nursery, Wmona, Minn., (507) 
689-2988. 
9-10 Camanche (Iowa) Days. 
9-10 Catfish Festival, Potosi, Wis., 
(608) 763-2078. 
13 Taste of Dubuque, Ice Harbor, Dubuque, 
Iowa, 1-800-226-3369. 
16 Grand opening, John Deere Commons, 
Moline,lli. 
22-24 Fish Fly Days, De Soto, Wis. 
22-24 Great River Traditional Music & Craft 
Festival, La Crosse, Wis., (608) 784-3033. 
22-24 Dragon Boat Festival, Dubuque, Iowa, 
(319) 582-5406. 
23 Rock for the Dock, Maiden Rock, Wis. 
28-31 Antique motorcycle swap meet, Dav-
enport, Iowa, (319) 326-5338. 
29-31 Flea Market, Marquette, Iowa. 
29-Sept. 1 Stoddard (Wis.) Fire Dept. Cele-
bration. 
30-31 Old Tune Farm Fest, Fountain City, 
Wis., (608) 687-7481. 
30-31 Mark Twain Days, Alma, Wis. 
30-Sept. 1 Melon Days, Thomson, ill. 
31 Buffalo City (Wis.) Bash, (608) 248-2262. 
September 
6 Butterfly Tagging Demonstration, Bellevue 
(Iowa) State Park, (319) 872-5830. 
6-7 Kellogg (Minn.) Watermelon Festival. 
12-14 Riverfest, Dubuque, Iowa. 
13 Great River State Trail moonlight walk, 
Onalaska, Wis. 
14 Hog Roast, Lynxville, Wis. 
19-21 Prescott (Wis.) Daze. 
20 Flood Run, Twin Cities south on the 
Great River Road. 
20 Great River State Trail Work Day, Onal-
ska to Trempealeau, Wis. 
20-21 Laura Ingalls Wilder Days, Pepin, Wis. 
27-28 Victorian Fair, Winona, Minn. 
27 Germanfest, Guttenberg, Iowa. 
27 Museum Alive! Festival, Putnam 
Museum, Davenport, Iowa. 
27-28 Voyageur Encampment, William 
O'Brien State Park, Minnesota. 
26-0ct. 2 Oktoberfest, La Crosse, Wis. 
8 
Mississippi River Singing, folk concerts 
with Charlie Maguire, 7 p.m. - 9 p.m. 
August 
3 Hastings, Minn., (612) 437-4127. 
7 Coon Rapids Dam Regional Park, Min-
nesota, (612) 767-6493. 
West Coon Rapids Dam, (612) 424-8172 
August 
2 Edible Insects, 2 p.m. 
3 Osprey, 1 p.m., 2 p.m., 3 p.m. 
9 Canoe the Mississippi. 
10 Bugs, 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
10 Butterflies etc., 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
24 Bats, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. (continuous). 
Effigy Mounds National Monument, 
Marquette, Iowa, (319) 873-3491 
August 
9 Bird Walk 
16 Moonlight hike 
15 Deadline, amateur photo contest 
25 National Park Service Day 
September 
13-21 Archaeology Week 
27-28 Hawkwatch Weekend 
Meetings & Hearings 
August 
12 Minnesota-Wisconsin Boundary Area 
Commission, La Crosse, Wis. 
Public meetings on draft EMP Report to 
Congress, (309) 794-5605 
20 Davenport, Iowa, Blackhawk Hotel. 
26 Red Wing, Minn., St. James Hotel. 
27 La Crosse, Wis., Best Western Mid-
way. 
Almanac 
By Kenny Salwey 
September 
9-10 EMP Coordinating Committee, Twin 
Cities, Minn., (309) 794-5605. 
23 Governor's Liaison Committee for Navi-
gation Study, Radisson Inn, St. Paul, 
Minn., (309) 794-5279. 
24 Upper Mississippi River Basin Associa-
tion, Radisson Inn, St. Paul, Minn., (612) 
224-2880. 
Workshops & Conferences 
August 
13 Muddin' in the Mississippi, teacher's 
workshop, Wabasha, Minn., limited 
reservations, (612) 345-3365. 
September 
10 Zebra Mussel Video Conference, 1 p.m., 
(765) 494-8414 or (847) 872-0140. ~ 
(Resources continued from page 7) 
vironmental problems. Call (202) 
232-2252 or link to their web site 
through www.big-river.com. The 
deadline is September 15. 
• Non-scientists and scientists alike 
are urged to report sightings of mal-
formed amphibians. Call 1-800-238-
9801 or visit the web site through 
www.big-river.com. 
• If you live near pool 7 or 8, you 
can "adopt a beach" by committing 
to clean a sandbar with the help of 
the Fish & Wildlife Service. Contact 
Mary Stefanski at (608) 783-8403. ~ 
August's dog days are upon us. Life on the big river has slowed to the pace of a 
"laid back" snail. River folks and their dogs concern themselves mainly with eating, 
sleeping, lying in the shade and swimming - not necessarily in that order - with 
maybe a little fishing thrown in for good measure. 
Dark cloud banks appear on the horizon, and folks wonder whether hot August, 
with its changeable weather, will be a wet one or a dry one this year. 
Ducks and geese fly with new found freedom on fresh grown feathers. Fish still 
sulk in deep, cool holes nursing their grudge against the long hot summer. Wild 
babies of all kinds are now almost full grown. 
Many aquatic plants have bloomed and are going to seed. The cardinal flower 
will soon add its brilliant dash of red to the landscape. The cottonwoods sing very 
little now as their flat-stemmed leaves hang motionless in the quiet air. The great 
river valley seems to hang in limbo, waiting for something to happen; and happen it 
will, for just as the waters are always moving, so it is with the circle of life. Until next 
month, my friends - let the big river flow through your mind wherever you are. = 
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